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antagonists against the disciplined and experienced
Germans, Diephold, and Frederick Malati, who neld
Calabria. Innocent wanted a warrior of fame and
generalship to lead his forces. France was the land to
supply bold and chivalrous adventurers. Sybilla, the
widow of Tancred of Sicily, dethroned by Henry, had
made her escape from her prison in the Tyrol. She'
married her eldest daughter to Walter de Brienne, of a
noble but impoverished house. Walter de Erienne
came to Borne to demand the inheritance of his wife,
the principality of Tarentum and the county of Lecce,
which Henry had settled on the descendants of Tancred.
Walter was the man whom Innocent needed. He was
at once invested in the possession of Tarentum and
Lecce; at the same time he was sworn to assert no
claim to the kingdom, but to protect the rights of the
infant Sovereign. Piety, justice, and policy, equally
demanded this security for the Pontiff, as guardian of
Frederick; a security precarious enough from a power-
ful, probably an ambitious stranger. Walter returned
to France to levy troops. Markwald, in the mean time,
with his own forces and with the Saracens, besieged
Palermo; the Papal troops, headed by the Archbishop
of Naples, the Marshal and the Legate, came, the
former directly by sea, to the aid of Walter the Chan-
cellor, who had refused all the advances of Markwald.
A battle took place, in which Markwald suffered a total
defeat. Magded, the Emir of the Saracens, was slain.
In the baggage of Markwald was found, or said to be
found, a will with a golden seal, purporting to be that
of the Emperor Henry. It commanded his wife and
son to recognise all the Papal rights over Sicily; it be-
queathed Sicily, in case of the death of his son, in the
fullest terms to the Pope. It commanded the mine*